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ABSTRACT 

In 1994, Smokey Bear turns 501 For a half century, 
Smokey has been helping children and adults protect forests and 
wildlands from careless fire. With this kit students can celebrate 
Smokey' s message using a variety of activities that include dramatic 
play, stories, games, and things to make and do. Through these 
activities, students learn about Smokey Bear, about forests as 
habitats, and about what they can do to protect the forests. The kit 
encourages children to recognize Smokey Bear as a symbol of forest 
fire prevention and to take pride in their ovm responsible behavior 
toward fire. The lessons and activities in the guide were designed 
for the classroom teacher of kindergarten and first, second, and 
third grades. The kit provides 11 lessons that include both 
individual and whole group activities. The booklet provides teachers 
with background facts about Smokey Bear, fire, and forest habitats. 
Ten other activities comprise the main body of the document. Each 
activity is described, and objectives, grade level, group size, and 
materials are specified. A reading list, additional classroom 
resources, a colorful poster, and a puzzle are included. (LL) 



''^ Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

^ from the original document. ^ 



Happy 50th, 
Smokey Bear! 



A Learning Kit about Forests 
and Fire Safety for Grades K-3 
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In 1994. Smokoy Bear turns 301 Ford hdU ctMiluiA'. Smokcx' has been 
hclpint^ chilctrcMi oncl dcluUs prolccl forests oncl w ildUiiuls from Cciro- 
loss Tiro. With this kit. your stuclcMits c\in cvtobrdte Snioke\''s 
inessiij^c usinj^ a vorioly ofcnj^cij^inj^ dctix'ilies thai int lucle d 
clrtimolic pUiy, stories. lUul ;^cinies. Throu;^h these tu lix'ities. slutlents 
will k\irn about Smokey Bear, about lorests as liabitals. anti about 
what they can do to protect our forests. 

Goals of Smokey Bear's Learning Kit — Grades K-3 

This kit encourat^es cliittlren to: 

■ reco;^ni/e Smokey Bear as a symbol o( forest lire prewntion 

■ understand the importance of forest habitats and the importance 
of prex'cntin;^ careless fires in those habitats 

■ take pride in their own responsible beha\'ior toward fire 



This publication has been developed by the USDA Forest Service and the Smithsonian 
Institution's Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
Issued September 1993. 

Writer: Meryl Hall 
Illustrations: Mike McConnell 
Design: Porter/Novelli 
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Teacher Background 



The lessons and activities 
in this kit were -ie^igned for 
tne classroom teacher of 
kinoerganen and the first, 
secona. and third graces 
Teacning tne kit does not 
require expertise in environ- 
mental science or fire safety. 

The kit provides a variety of 
lessons that include both indi- 
vidual and whole group activi- 
ties. There is a game to play, 
stories to act out. and things 
to make and do. Except for 
common materials like blank 
paper, crayons, and glue, 
everything necessary to do 
tne activities Is provided. In 
addition to the lessons, the kit 
incluaes a colorlul poster that 
may be combined with the 
children's work to make a 
classroom display or bulletin 
board as well as a puzzle to 
be used In an activity center 
or tree play area. 

To the right are some facts 
about Smokey Bear, fire, and 
forest habitats that you may 
find useful as you use this kit. 
A reading list and list of addi- 
tional classroom resources 
are provided at the end of 
this guide. 




Smokey Bear's Message 

Smokey Bear has been teaching people about preventing unwonted forest 
fires for 30 years. The first Smokey Bear symbol was introduced in a 
poster created by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Forest Service's Cooperative Forest Fire Prex'ention Program in 1944. He 
was d poster bear drawn wearing jeans and a campaign hui. To this day, 
Smokey and his famous slogan, "Remember, only YOU can prevent forest 
fires," are recognized around tlie world. 

In I9.SC), a forest lire burned through the Lincoln National 
Forest in N!e\v Mexico'. After the flames were out firefigliters 
lound a badh' burned bear cub clinging to a bUickoned tree. 
They rescued the cub and took him to a ranger station where liis 
burns were treated and he was nursed back to health. Tliecub was 
named Smokey and became the lix'ing symbol of forest lire prevention. 
Smokey was then taken to tlie Smithsonian histitution's National Zoo in 
Washington D.C. where millions of people have x'isited him over the years. 

'luday there is no longer a li\'ing Smokey, but the Smokey Bear symlx:>l 
continues to teach people to be careful with fire and to pre\'ent carelessU' 
caused fire from destroying our forests. Forests are important as scujrces 
of wood products, as places of recreation, and as natural habitats. 

What Is Fire? 

Fire starts when a fuel, such as wood, lea\'es, paper, or gasoline, reaches 
its "ignition temperature" and combines with oxygen in the air. Many 
things can cause a fuel to reach its ignition temperature — including 
matches. Once a fire has started, the burning reaction occurs quickly, 
gix'ing off its own heat. 

Fire in the Forest 

Forest fires can result from both natural causes and human carelessness. 
Although some forest communities are adapted to periodic fire and can 
actually benefit frc^m carefully controlled burning (some pine cones, 
forexampl'\ are stimulated to open and drop their seeds when 
exposed to a f ire's heat), fire can be veiy destructive. 
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Tor c»XiimpU\ once trees arc buriuxl awiiy. soil c\in erode aiul choke nearby 
slreoms ancl ihe lish oiul other iinimols ihiU liw in them. Wiluoble limber, 
recreation areas, scenic landscapes, and other lorest benefits lost in a fire 
may never be restored. 

The Forest as Habitat 

Like other kinds ol natural areas such as prairies, ponds, beaches, and 
deserts, (orests are habilals lor man\' kinds ol w ild animals. An animal's 
habitat is its home — the place where the animal (inds the food, water, 
and shelter it needs to smA'i\'e, 

Hiilerent lorest habitats have diilerent types ol trees and other plants that 
alfect the t\'pes ol iinimals that live there. For example, i^rouse, red sciLiir- 
reis. bobcats, and snow'shoe hares live in northern coniferous (orests. 
which are filled with spruce and fir trees. An eastern hardwood forest has 
oak. maple, and beech trees. Here whitetail deer, turkeys, and ^rey squir- 
rels make their homes. Western mountain forests of lodj>epole and pon- 
derosa pine are he>me to elk. mule deer, and black and ^ri/./ly bears. The 
trees and other plants in these fc^rests [)rc)\'icle animals with places to nest, 
leed, hide, and raise their ycHm;^. 

Protecting Habitats 

IliibittUs are just as important to |)c*c^ple as they lUe to w ilcllile. Kor exam- 
plc\ peoplculepend on these naturiil commuiuties loi' wood |)i-oc!ucts and 
places tc^ "s\c[ away from it all." And like all livini^ beinj>s, we depend on 
loresls for c rucial em'ironmental services. Amoiv.^ other thinj^s, trees and 
other plants prcxiuee oxyj^en and lielp keep the Harth's atmosphere in 
'l)alance by absorbing carbon dioxide. 

People need to protect and wisely maiia^e forests and e\'ery liabitat so that 
c*vervone — animi)ls and humans — can continue to enjoy the many bene- 
fits forests pro\'icle. The Forest Service and the Smithsonian Institution 
iiave produced this kit to help you, as an educator, [^resent the messaj^e of 
forest protection and fire safety to your students. 





Smokey Bear's Story 



j Objectives: . 

■ Recognize Smokey Bear 
as a symbol of forest fire 
prevention. 

■ Name some of the living 
things that depend on forests. 



Instructions: 



Activity: 



Place events in sequence to 
tf II a story and make an 
"accordion book." 



Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Individual 



Materials: 



copy of page jr 
for each child Z) 

blank paper 




For coch child, cut ei blank 8 1. 2' X 11" piece of pnpcr inlo lourlhs, ds 
shown below . Gi\r ciich child the lour strips of popcr, d co])y o\ pcij^e 3. 
oncl nrt supplies. 

lldve the chilch'en tope together the lour strips of bUink pci|)er cU the short 
ends. \e\t, hove them color the 1 2 bo.\es on pnj^c 3. cut them out, ond 
poste the bo.\es in order onto the lony, toped strip of poper. Then ho\ e 

them fold the strip tike on occordion, 
scporotinj^ edch picture 
onto its own "poge." 

Finolly, hove them 
tape the folded book 
on tlie lelthond side, 
as shown. 




Tape Here 




First groders ond older children con put the boxes in order before toping 
them onto the strips. Help them to do this by asking them, "Whot do 
\'ou think hoppens next?" Kindergortei 
teachers may number the pictures 
(os shown below) to help the 
children put the story in order. 



crayons 



11 


9 


8 


5 


10 


6 


2 


1 


3 





We can protect the forest from 
careless fire. 




People use the forest, 
too. 




Forests are home to trees, shrubs, 
and wildflowers, ^ 




"Be sure campfires are out cold 
before leaving the forest." 



Forests are home to big animals. 





rm Smokey Bear. When 
I was a cub, a fire burned 
the forest where I lived." 





"Now I teach children and 
grownups how to protect foresjs/ 
from careless fire." 




. .and small animals. 



Why should we protect forests? 




Smopcey Bear's Safe Campfire 



Objectives; 

■ Describe the rules for 
building a sate campfire. 

■ Describe how grownups 
can safely extinguish fires. 



Activity: 



Discuss the rules for a safe 
campfire. 



Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Whole grvp 



Materials: 



optional: bucket 



optional: sticks 



Tdlk ciboLil [he rules lor <\ sole compfirc\ ChilclrcMi should know ihol oulv 
j^ixns'nups m()\' build cind pul oul lircs. A j^rownup should <il\v<i\'s kvvp 
WtUc h o\'cr the fire. too. Bui children ain know ond encour<ii»e ^i*cnvnups 
lo follow the rules for o Scife compfire. And children can help j^rownups 
by clearing ci circle of sofety, j^tUherint^ kindliny, or coriying woter. 

To del oul Ihe rules lor ti sole Cdmplire, hove M ihe children sil in o circle 
on Ihe floor. Mcike the circle 10 (eel ocrt)ss. ihe diomeler of ihe cleored 
circle of safety oround ony Ccimplire, Then sUintI in the cenler o( the 
circle. Using slicks os props, pretend you are aboul lo build o liiv. Ask 
die cliildren whot else you need U) tlo lo builtl o safe Ctimplire. Kncouroge 
Iheni lo suggesl solely rules os well, sut h as checking for <i level sile, 
clearing tuvoy letives and twigs, ond htU'ing water handy. Ask iheni. 
"What am 1 forgetting?" until they mention all the safely rules. 

When it is time to put out the fire, remind Ihe children that grownufos 
must do this job, not children. Ask ihom U) tell you how lo put it oul 
correctly, Aflei* prelending lo pour waler on l!ie (lames, say "1 still see a 
litlle sleam" oi* "Listen, il's slill si//.ling." il may take sex'ei'al dousings 
and stirrings to be sure a fire is "oul cold"! 



ERIC 



Smokey Bear's Safe Campfire Rules 

Lois ol people use outdoor lircs lor cookouls cinci <'amping. E\'er)'one can 
help Smokey |)rotcet foresls. |)arks. and other outdoor places by learning 
eamplire safety. Here ore some rules lor a sale campfire: 



1 . Help a j^rownup pick an open, level spot for the campfire 

2. Help check for overhanyinj; tree branches. 

Help clear away tin' leaxrs, Iwij^s. and jjrass to make o 
IO-l(xH circle of safety around lItc campfire. 

4. I la\'e water handy before slartinj^ the l"uv\ 

!>. Ha\'e a j^rownup stort the lire. 

6. Remind the j'rownup lo atid c^ne stick at a 
lime to control the si/.e of die fire. 

7. Remember that running and playint; 
near tht* campfire is unsafe! 

8. Be sure ii grownup is always 
watchinj^ the fire. 

•Vhen it's time to put out a campfire, 
.>e sure it's outi 

1 . Ha\'e a i^rownup sprinkle water 
owr all |)arls ol [he lire anil j^entK 
stir the remains of the lire. 

2. Be sure the j»rownup 
sprinkles water and stirs 
attain until all steaminjr 
and si/ dinii; haw 
sto|;ped. Help by lookinj^ 
and listening! 

Remind the j^rownup never to 
lea\'e a fire untiliie or she is 
sure it is out cold! 




activity 




Careful Campfire Circle Game 



Objective: 



Instructions: 



■ Evaluate actions and 
behaviors with regard 
to campfire safety. 



Activity: 



Piay a circle game using safe 
and unsafe campfire facts. 



Grades: 



2,3 



Group: 



Whole group 



Materials: 



copy of page q 
for each child y 

potato 

(or other small object) 



optional: plastic laminate 



optional: magnetic tape 
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llnv's ii N'crsiori ol "hoi poUUo" Intil will hc^lp your sluc'cnls ir\'io\s' and 
ivmombcr sole oncl unsafe* adions and hiHnu'iors around c<impliros. 

Cc)|)y Utc lists below onto a blackboard or poster, .\IiA' up Ihc safe awl umafc 
behaviors and don't label \\ hieh is whiciv I lolp llu* ehJldren decide as a 
j^roLip wliieli lliinjis tire sale i.nd which aiv unsalc* Work ihem with a 
|:>lus ( + ) or minus (-). or willi "smiley" or "Irowny" (aces, 
(To make a lon^^-laslinj^ \Trsion c^l the aeli\*ily. make a copy of paj^e 9. 
then cut out and laminate the cards. AppK' maj»nelic lap(* to the card 
backs so llial children can arrans^e llie c ards on a maj^netic board.) 

Alter idenlilyini^ sale and unsafe lu*ha\'iors. c ut out the cnrds on paj^e 
and place them in a baj». Ila\*e the children sit in a circie and start passinv» 
the potato or otlier object to die rij^lu. Pull a card out of the baj; and read 
it aloud, if the card describes a sale beha\'ior. tine person holdinj^ the 
potato should keep |)assin{^ it lo the right. 11 tine card describes somethinj^ 
unsafe, he or she should switch and pass the potato to the left. (The whole 
t;i'oup can "coach" the child wlio has the potato.) 



1 . Be sure a grownup watches the campfire. 

2. Be sure the fire is out cold before leaving, 

3. Only a grownup should put out the campfire. 

4. Clear a 1 0-foot circle of safety around the campfire. 

5. Have water handy at the 
campfire. 

6. If you spot a wildfire, tell a 
grownup. 

7. Have a grownup build the 
campfire on level ground. 

8. Keep the campfire small. 

9. Give matches to a grownup. 



'8 




Unsaf«t 

1 . Play near the campfire. 

2. Lea\'e the campfire before Ifs out cold. 

3. Wear loose clothing near the campfire. 

4. Build the campfire under low branches. 

5. Build the campfire on a hillside. 

6. Let the fire go out by Itself. 




! Leave the 

I 

campfire before 
it's out cold. 



Wear loose 
clothing near 
the campfire. 









Give 
matches to 
a grownup. 




If you spot 
a wildfire, 
tell a grownup. 








Have water 
handy at the 
campfire. 




Be sure the fire 
is out cold before 
leaving. 




Let the 
Fire go out 
by itself. 



Only a grownup 
sliould put out 
the campfire. 



Build the 
campfire 
on a hillside. 



Have a grownup 
j build the campfire ^ 
I on level ground. ' 



Play 
near the 
campfire. 



Be sure a grownup 
watches the 
campfire. 




Build the 
campfire under 
low branches. 
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Clear a 10- foot circle 
of safety around 
the campfire. 
12 



Keep the 
campfire 
small. 




Objective: 



■ Identify safe and unsafe 
actions and behaviors with 
regard to carnpfires. 



Activity: 



Point out or list examples 
of careful and careless 
carnpfires. 

I 

Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Individual 



iUiaterlals: 



copy of page -i -i 
for each child X 1 



crayons 



Careful Campfire/ 
Careless Campfire 



instructions: 



First talk with your students oboul "Smokcy Boor's Safe Campfire Rules" 
(see Activity 2). Then poss out copies of page 1 I . Ylcwc younj^er children 
point to wh^nt's safe and what's not safe in the two pictures as ycni discuss 
fire safety. Haw older children make a list of safe and unsafe elements 
first; then discuss their ideas. Afterwards, j^ive students time to color their 
pictures. 
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A Carafui Campf Ira 




A Caraiess Campffira 




actiyily^ 




A Participatory Story 



Objective: 



■ Name some of the forest 
animals that Smokey helps 
to protect. 



Activity: 



Act out a read-aloud story 
about the forest. 



Grades: 



K, 1 



Group: 



Whole group 



Materials: 



none required 



Instructions: 



Rood aloud the followinj^ stor\'. When you rood llio underlined words, oct 
out the cinimal octions ond ho\'e \'our sludenls ticl them out with vou. 



"Mr./Ms. (your name) *s Class Goes to the Forest" 

It's d fine morniny, ond \\r.A\s. 



's grode cUiss is 



}»oing for o wolk in the forest. Evcrx'one knows how to be vc\y cjuiet 
Jl^^j^ ^P^^ finj^er to lips) so ds not to scare the wild creatures li\'in<4 herc\ 
And everx'one knows how to look /^^B (put hand on forehead), listen 
^F^^^ (eup hand to ear), dnd ex'cn smell JSI (snifO lor clues that can 
help us spot some of the forest animals. 




What a beautiful day. The sun is shining ^ ^ J (put hands overhead in 
ti "ball"), and a gentle breeze flutters the lea\'es of the tall trees 

(rustle pieces of paper). Where will we see our first animal? 

(walk fingers upward). 
The animals are all busy finding their breakfast. Listen ^^jjj^^ ^^^P h^incl 
to ear), there's a woodpecker pecking for insects in a tree 
^^^1^^ (knock sharply on desk or table). And down the hill three 



see a squirrel scampering up a tree \^^' 
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turkeys ore scratching in the Itwws for tosty ocorns ^ J^^^f (scratch 
lingers on lap). 




Let's walk deeper into the forest r^^^^M (stamp feet). The trees keep 
the forest cool and shad\'. 1 see something big. Shall we go closer 
^^^1 ^nod head yes)? Slowly, slowly ^^^^^(p^t hands slowK' on 
thighs). Oh my. it's a big black bear looking for beetles and grubs in an old 
stump. He doesn't peck at the wood like a woodpecker. He tears the stump 
apart with his claws ^j^^^ ^^^^'^ "^^^ hands)! Whew. Let's walk in the 
other direction. 



I'll need ex'en'bodv to help me roll o\'er this rotting log so we can look 
underneath. OK. ex'ery'body, push (push at air with hands). 

Umph. there it goes. All the beetles are scurr\'ing ^^^^) Jjjfj^ (run lingers 
across table). And there's a little garter snoke slithering through the leaxes 
^^1^^ (slither arm). Let's roll the log back in place. 
E\'er\'body pull ^' toward \'ou), Good job! 




Who smells scMiiething ' (sniff)? Vuck. it's a skunk. 

\ think it's time to go home. Here we go '^^j|s^v^^*'*^^P ^^^^ P*^^ 

hands quickK' on thighs)! 




That was lun. Are forests ca raod place for a ^.imals to li\'e fR" (nod head 
yes)? Are forests worth protecting Irom lire R' (nod head yes)? 
Do vou think we saw all the animals that live in the forest ^^K" (shake 




head no)? W'e deser\'e ca big round of applause for being such good forest 
x'isitors ^^^B (ever\'one clap hands)! 

The End 



o 16 13 
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Homes in the Forest 



■ Describe some of the 
places within forests where 
animals live. 

■ Explain why it is important 
to protect forests. 

/.otivity: 

Find and mark animal homes 
in a picture of a forest. 

Grades; 

K-2 

oroup: 

Individual 

Materials: 



copy of page : ^ 
for each child .1 




HcU'o the children slnarc ideas about w hat they might see in a (orest. 
Ask them where they think animals might make their homes in a (c^rest 
(hollow tree, underground den, nest on branches, under a log). 
Explain that we need to protect forests so animals will ha\'e places 
to make homes. 

Ha\'e tlie children find and mark an X on the animal homes on page 1 3. 
Extension: Act It Out! 

Turn your classroom into a forest by lia\ ing your students pretend to 
be animals lix'ing in the different homes there. First ha\'e the cliildren 
suggest places animals could li\'e: under a desk, on a chair, under a table. 
on a table, in a closet, belnind a shell. Let the cliildren curl up in a den 
in any spot they choose (and you think is safe!). Count how many 
different kinds of homes the children created in your room. Remind the 
children that the many kinds of animals in a forest also find many 
different types of shelter there. 





Layers-of-the-Forest Flipchart 



Objectives: 



■ Describe the layers of a 
forest, 

■ Name some of the plants 
and animals that live in 
each layer. 



Activity: 



Cut and paste a forest 
flipchart. 



Grades: 



2,3 



Group: 



Individual 



Materials: 



copyofpages 

for each child JLO**i^-L 



scissors 



glue 




crayons 



or markers 



if 



construction paper 
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Instructions: 



Here's now to moke o flipchart: 

1 . Cut oport layers A, B, C. and D along the dashed lines (pass's ^^n^l 1 

2. Create a frame for the flipchart by gluinj^ toj^ether two or more pieces 
of construction paper (depending on the size of the paper) along the 
long edge. 

3. Glue the lop edge of A near the top of the frame. Line up B below A and 
glue it in place along the lof? edge, 

4. Line up C and D and glue their lop edges in place. 
?. Cut apart sheets E, F. G, and H (page 20). 

6. Glue or tape the following sheets under the following layers: L under 
A, F under B. G under C, and H under D. 

7. Fill in the lines on sheets E through H with the names ol the 
appropriate animals. 

8. Cut out the animals on page 2 1 and glue them into the correct layers, 
then color your flipchart. 




II. ^ 



It: 



2: 
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activity 





mi 



Forest Habitat Pantomime 



Objectives: 

■ Describe the layers of the 
forest. 

■ Name some of the plants 
and animals that live in each 
layer. 



Activity: 



Act out some of the animals 
and plants that live in 
different forest layers. 



Grades: 



2,3 



Group: 



Whole group 



Materials: 



A staircase in the 
school building 

or bleachers 



or stage risers to use 
as a "layered" se-. 




optional: camera 



ERIC 



Instructions: 



licUT the chilciivn Uilk dboul whcil liws in ^\ kiicsl. iiuludin;^ bolh pKinls 
iincl cininidls. TIumi tlcxclop o lisl. sue h iho one below, ol pKinls jiul 
jninicils ihcil Vwc in clificMrnl (oivsl Unvis ( Tliis isonl\' <i porlicil list. Find 
out whcit cinimols lix e in yoiirjix\i. cind iidd spcxies thot die dpprc^pridte 
in cMch lover). By (li\'idinj^ the lorosl into loycM-s it w ill be eosier to renicni- 
bfT the niciny pUmts jnd onimjls thot li\e theicv Alter you nidke up the 
list, choose d child to represent eoch onimdl or plont. 



When ex eryone hds d port to pKu'. Idke tho 
j^rcnip to the bleochers. risers, or steps. As \'ou 
coll out the ports. Irom tc^p tc^ botlon^. hox'e the 
c hilchvn j^o to the oppropridte "lorest Ku'er" tor 
hcibitot) (or their plont or onimol. Then ho\'e the children 
cict out or pontomirne their (orest "chorcicters." Tokin;^ o photoj^roph would 
be J j^oocl way to preserx'e ond Uuer recoil the e\'entl 



Life in the Layers: 

l\ I HI" SOIL: onts. chipmunks, robbits. insect lonoe. moles, worms 
O.v "iiil. roki.ST li.ook: beors. beetles, deer, lerns. skunks, snoils. snokcs. 
spiders, lurkoxs. turtles, wildllowers 
l\ rni- silKt'Bs: insects, sonj^birds. spiders 
K' llll- TRiis: belts, howks. insects, owls, 
soni;birds. sc|uirrels 
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-, SmokeyBear 
activity; m ^ :M^i^m.. Coloring ?age 



:^/y you 



fof e st fires. 




Objective: 

■ List three ways to prevent 
forest fires. 

■ Share forest fire prevention 
facts with an adult. 

Activity: 

Complete a letter to parents 
listing three things each child 
has learned from Smokey 
Bear. 

Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Whole group or individual 



' Materials: 



copy of page ^ 
for each cNId ^ 



pencils 



ERIC 



Dear Parents. . . 



instructions: 



Have the children share aloud what they have learned about campfire 
safety and preventing forest fires. Then pass out copies of page 25. The 
children can share what they've learned with their parents by listing 
several things they know about forests and forest fire prevention. Have 
each child sign the letter above Smokey's signature and color the letter. 
For young children, have the group decide which three things are most 
important. Then fill out one letter and copy it for each child to sign, color, 
and take home. 
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Objective: 



■ Describe some of the ways 
to protect forests from fire. 



Activity: 



Complete a birthday card 
for Smokey Bear. 



Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Individual 



Materials: 



copies of page /nnf 

for young children jL I 

copies of page /^Q 
for older children 



crayons 



markers 



pencils 



V. 
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A Birthday Card for Smokey 



instructions: 



Here's a way to sum up what your group has learned from this kit. Tell the 
children that Smokey Bear has been teaching children and grownups to be 
careful with fire for 50 years, and that your group will be making some 
birthday cards for Smokey. 

Pass out copies of page 27 or page 28, depending on the age of your 
students. Have the students fold the cards along the dashed lines. Have 
young children draw a picture of something they would like to see or do 
in a forest and have older children draw a picture and write down one 
thing they have learned about protecting forests from fire. Have the chil- 
dren color the cards and send them to Smokey at the following address: 



Smokey Bear 

c/o Smithsonian Institution 

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Arts and Industries Building, Room 1163 

MRC 402 

Washington, D.C. 20560 
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Dear ^w^oKeyy 
J cc\/\ Kelp prvizct 

-fo(^€S"fs by - — 
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The Story of Smokey Bear 



The War Years 

Smokey Bear has been teaching people to be caref ul with fire for half a 
centur\', but the idea of preventing carelessly caused fires came even 
before Smokey's time. With the advent of World War IL 
Americans feared that enemy attack or sabotage could 
destroy our forest resources at a time when there was a 
great need for wood products. 

As a result of this concern, the USDA Forest Ser\'ice organ- 
ized the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention (CFFP) Program 
in 1942, to encourage citizens nationwide to make a person- 
al effort to prevent forest fires. To help convey this concept 
to the public, the Forest Scr\Mcc asked the Wartime 
Advertising Council and State Foresters for help. 

Recognizing that civilians could help protect the timber that 
was important for battleships, gunstocks, and military pack- 
ing crates, together they began a campaign asking people to 
help pre\'ent forest fires. 




Thanks, Folks, 
for belM 




In 1944, a forest fire prevention poster featuring Walt Disney's Bambi 
was released. The poster was extremely popular, and its success showed 

that 0 forest animal was the best 
messenger to promote the pre- 
\"ention of carelessly caused forest 
fires. So, the Forest Sen'ice, State 
Foresters, and the Wartime 
Advertising 
Council intro- 
duced a bear 
named "Smokey" 
as the campaign symbol On 
August 9, 1944, Smokey's first 
poster carried the caption 
"Smokey says: Care will prevent 
9 out of 10 forest fires!" 
(See poster above.) 



1957 



—O n l y \atSI 
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1963 




Pieasel Oniyysy Ibsyi 

can prevent forest fires 9^Hh 



As the cempaign gre\N', Smokcy rcoched out: to 
Americans from roadside billboards, from maga- 
zines and newspapers, and from messages broad- 
cast over hundreds of radio stations. After World 
War II. the Wartime Advertising Council changed 
its name to The Advertising Council and contin- 
ued promoting the Smokey Bear campaign. The 
creative energy behind Smokey's message has been 
\'olunteered through the years by the ad\'ertising 
agency Foote. Cone and Belding. Smokey's image 
may ha\'e changed a little o\'er the years, but his 
popularity continues to grow. 



A Live Bear 

A significant chapter in Smokey Bear's long history' 
began early in 1950, when a burned cub surx'ived a 

terrible fire in the Lincoln National Forest near Capitan. New Mexico. 

With the help of forest rangers, army soldiers, and many others, the little 

cub was rescued and nursed back* to health. He was sent to live at the 

National Zoo in Washington, D.C., as "a gift to the school children of 

America." Here he became a living 

c.->unterpart to the fire prevention 

symbol seen in posters. 



Over the years, thousands of peo- 
ple from around the world visited 
Smokey at the 

National Zoo. ^^7^5 
Soon Smokey 
acquired a mate, 

Goldie, and later an adopted son. 
In 1 976 the aged bear died. His 
remains were returned to New 



Inthe^me 
ittoo ktogro wthistoefi 
we gfcwaooantric 
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.Wexico and now rest beneath a stone marker in Smokey Bear State Park. 
For 16 more years the adopted "little Smokey" carried on as a living sym- 
bol ol" forest lire prevention. In 1990, w hen the second Smokey died, the 
li\'ing symbol was also laid to rest. 



Smokey Bear Reaches Out 

In 1952. Congress passed the Smokey Bear Act, Public Law 359. wiiich 
protects the name and image ot this famous forest fire pre\'ention sym- 
bol. Royalties from the sale of 
licensed Smokey Bear items are 
returned to the Forest Sen'ice to help 
forest fire pre\'ention efforts across 
the country. 

Also in 1952. the Junior Forest Ranger 
Program began. Children who partici- 
|)ated receis'eci an application along 
with a Smokey Bear stuffed toy. 
B\' 1955, Smokey was recei\'ing so 
much mail that he was gi\'en his 
ow n address and ZIP code: 
Smokey Bear Headquarters. 
Washington. D.C. 20252. 
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Smokey Bear Today 

For o\'er 50 years, the primary goal of Smokey Bear has been to introduce 
the forest fire prevention message to young children. They are eager to 
listen to stories about the bear who tries so hard to help save our forests 
and wildlands from careless fire. Smokey Bear continues to remind us 
that "Only YOU can prevent forest (ires." 
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Additional Resources 

Books for Children 

fire (1988). Edward E. Daub; Raintreo Children's Books. Milwaukee. 
Fire! h'irc! { 1 984). Gail Gibbons: Thomas V. Crowcll. Now York. 

Photographic Essay Book ' 

IIk Great Ydlowslone Fire ( 1 990). Carole G. Vogcl and Kalhr\'n A. Goldner; Sierra 
Club Books/Little. Brown (> Co.. San Francisco. 

Teacher References 

Teaching Fire Safely Ihrough lixhibiis. U.S. Fire Administration. Federal Emergency 

Wanat^ement Agency. P.O. Box 70274. Washington. D.C. 20024. 
Sesame Street Fire Safety Materials. U.S. Fire Administration. Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. P.O. Box 70274. Washington. D.C. 20024. 
Firefighters (1979). Anne Feldman; David McKay Co., Inc., New York. 
i^atural Fire - 1/5 licology in Forests (1979). Lawrence Pringle; William Morrow O Co.. 

New York. 

Forest Fires: An Introduciiort to Wildland Fire Behavior, Aianagement, Firefighting and Prevention 

(textbook/1991). Margaret Fuller: Wiley. New York. 
Eastern Forests (Peterson Field Guides) (1988). John C. Krichner and Gordon Alorrison; 

Houghton Mifflin Co.. Boston. I 
Western Forests (Audubon Society Nature Guides Series) (1 985). Charles Elliott: Knopf. 

Guest Speakers 

Smokey Bear (in costume) can visit your classroom with a representative of the USDA 
Forest Service. Contact the nearest Forest Service office. Look for a listing in the go\'- 
ernment section of the phone book under United States Department of Agriculture. 

A State Forester can also speak to your group about forest fire prevention. A represen- .. 
tative from a State department of natural resources may be able to talk to your chil- 
dren about forest habitats. Contact your State departments of agriculture, forestry, or j 
natural resources. 

i 

Colleges and universities with departments of forestr)', biolog>^ or environmental sci- 
ence may have instructors or graduate students who would enjoy speaking to your ' 
class about your local forest habitats. 

Field Trips 

A visit to a local park, forest, or nature center will give 
children a chance to explore a forest habitat and encour- 
age them to care about protecting forests from careless fire 
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USDA policy prohibits 
discrimination based on 
race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, religion, or 
handicapping condition. 
Any person who believes 
that he or shn has been 
discriminated against 
In any USDA-related 
activity should immed- 
iately contact the 
Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250. 
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